President Thomas S. Monson (Apr 2017)
“l speak about the power of
the Book of Mormon and
the critical need we have as
members of this Church to
study, ponder, and apply its
teachings in our lives. The
importance of having a
firm and sure testimony of
the Book of Mormon cannot be overstated.
We live in a time of great trouble and
wickedness. What will protect us from the
sin and evil so prevalent in the world today?
I maintain that a strong testimony of our
Savior, Jesus Christ, and of His gospel will
help see us through to safety. If you are not
reading the Book of Mormon each day,
please do so. If you will read it prayerfully
and with a sincere desire to know the truth,
the Holy Ghost will manifest its truth to
you. If itis true—and I solemnly testify
that it is—then Joseph Smith was a prophet
who saw God the Father and His Son, Jesus
Christ. Because the Book of Mormon is
true, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints is the Lord’s Church on the
earth, and the holy priesthood of God has
been restored for the benefit and blessing of
His children. If you do not have a firm
testimony of these things, do that which is
necessary to obtain one. It is essential for
you to have your own testimony in these
difficult times, for the testimonies of others
will carry you only so far. However, once
obtained, a testimony needs to be kept vital
and alive through continued obedience to
the commandments of God and through
daily prayer and scripture study.

My dear associates in the work of the Lord,

I implore each of us to prayerfully study and
ponder the Book of Mormon each day. As

we do so, we will be in a position to hear

the voice of the Spirit, to resist temptation,
to overcome doubt and fear, and to receive
heaven’s help in our lives. | so testify with
all my heart in the name of Jesus Christ...”

President Gordon B. Hinckley (Jun 1988)
“Brothers and sisters,
without reservation |
promise you that if you
will prayerfully read the
Book of Mormon,
regardless of how many
times you previously have
read it, there will come into
your hearts an added measure of the Spirit
of the Lord. There will come a strengthened
resolution to walk in obedience to his
commandments, and there will come a
stronger testimony of the living reality of
the Son of God.”

Elder Robert D. Hales (Apr 2002)

; “Unless you are fully
engaged in living the
gospel—TIiving it with all
of your “heart, might, mind
and strength”—you cannot
generate enough spiritual
light to push back the
darkness.”

President Howard W. Hunter (Oct 1979)
“It is better to have a set
amount of time to give
scriptural study each day
than to have a set amount
of chapters to read.
Sometimes we find that the
study of a single verse will
occupy the whole time.”

Bishop Brian Phillips, Woods Cross 13%
Ward (Feb 2018)

“I believe that the
problems in our wards
would be minimal if each
member would keep the
Savior close to the
“thoughts and intents of
their hearts” (Mosiah
5:13), and | am confident
that simply studying daily from the Book of
Mormon would do just that.”

Elder Parley P. Pratt (1885)

i “The Gift of the Holy
Ghost quickens all the
intellectual faculties,
increases, enlarges,
expands and purifies all the
natural passions and
affections and adapts them
by the gift of wisdom, to
their lawful use. It inspires virtue, kindness,
goodness, tenderness, gentleness and
charity. It develops beauty of person, form
and features. It tends to give health, vigor,
animation and social feeling. It invigorates
all the faculties of the physical and
intellectual man. It strengthens and gives
tone to the nerves. In short, it is, as it were,
marrow to the bone, joy to the heart, light to
the eyes, music to the ears, and life to the

whole being.” (Key to the Science of Theology,
pp. 101- 103)

willing \'wil-in\ adj. (14c) 1: inclined or
favorably disposed in mind : READY,
EAGER or PREPARED 2: prompt to act or
respond 3: done, borne, or accepted by
choice or without reluctance 4: cheerfully or
eagerly compliant 5: of or relating to the
will or power of choosing : VOLITIONAL
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Moroni (About 421 A.D.)
“I would exhort you that
when ye shall read these
things... and ponder it in
your hearts... that ye
would ask God, the Eternal
# Father, in the name of
Christ, if these things are
not true; and if ye shall ask
with a sincere heart, with real intent, having
faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth of
it unto you, by the power of the Holy
Ghost.” (Moroni 10:3-5)




Joseph Smith, Jr. (28 Nov 1841)

“I told the brethren that the
Book of Mormon was the
most correct of any book
on earth, and the keystone
of our religion, and a man
would get nearer to God by
abiding by its precepts than
by any other book.” (History

of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
ed. B. H. Roberts, 2nd ed. rev. 4:461)

Elder Richard G. Scott (Oct 1984)

“The First Presidency and
Council of the Twelve
consistently reiterate the
vital importance of the
Book of Mormon... Itis
not sufficient that the Book
of Mormon be found in our
homes; its principles must
be captured in our minds and hearts.
Through consistent reading, prayerful
pondering, and conscientious application, its
teachings will become an essential part of
the fabric of our lives. What does the Book
of Mormon mean to you? Has it been a
source of inspiration and power in your life?
Will it continue to be? If you have not yet
drunk deeply from this fountain of pure
truth, with all of my soul I encourage you to
do so now. Don’t let the consistent study of
the Book of Mormon be one of the things
that you intend to do but never quite
accomplish. Begin today. | bear witness
that it can become a personal “Urim and
Thummim” in your life.”

President Russel M. Nelson (Oct 2017)
“When I think of the Book
of Mormon, | think of the
word power. The truths of
the Book of Mormon have
the power to heal, comfort,
restore, succor, strengthen,
console, and cheer our

ol souls.

My dear brothers and sisters, | promise that
as you prayerfully study the Book of
Mormon every day, you will make better
decisions—every day. | promise that as you
ponder what you study, the windows of
heaven will open, and you will receive
answers to your own questions and direction
for your own life. | promise that as you
daily immerse yourself in the Book of
Mormon, you can be immunized against the
evils of the day, even the gripping plague of
pornography and other mind-numbing
addictions.

Whenever | hear anyone, including myself,
say, “l know the Book of Mormon is true,” |
want to exclaim, “That’s nice, but it is not
enough!” We need to feel, deep in “the
inmost part” of our hearts, that the Book of
Mormon is unequivocally the word of God.
We must feel it so deeply that we would
never want to live even one day without it.

I might paraphrase President Brigham
Young in saying, “l wish I had the voice of
seven thunders to wake up the people” to
the truth and power of the Book of
Mormon.

| testify with my whole soul that in a most
miraculous and singular way, the Book of
Mormon teaches us of Jesus Christ and His
gospel.”

Bishop Mark Hyde, Woods Cross 12t

Ward (Feb 2018)

“President Nelson used the

word “immunized.”

;.-_:__ ; Immunization needs to
‘ happen before exposure. It

l is preventative.”

President Ezra Taft Benson (1986)
“There is a book we need
to study daily, both as
individuals and as families,
namely the Book of
Mormon. | love that book.
President Romney
recommended studying it
half an hour each day. I
commend that practice to you. | promise
you that from this moment forward, if we
will daily sup from its pages and abide by
its precepts, God will pour out upon each
child of Zion and the Church a blessing
hitherto unknown... ” (April).

“There is a power in the book which will
begin to flow into your lives the moment
you begin a serious study of the book. You
will find greater power to resist temptation.
You will find the power to avoid deception.
You will find the power to stay on the strait
and narrow path. The scriptures are called
“the words of life” (D&C 84:85), and nowhere
is that more true than it is of the Book of
Mormon. When you begin to hunger and
thirst after those words, you will find life in
greater and greater abundance” (October).

President Marion G. Romney (Apr
1980) “And so, I counsel
you, my beloved brothers
and sisters and friends
everywhere, to make
reading the Book of
Mormon a few minutes
each day a lifelong
practice. All of us need the
uninterrupted association with the Spirit of
the Lord. We need to take the Holy Spirit
for our constant guide that we be not
deceived. | am persuaded by my own
experience and that of my loved ones, as
well as by the statements of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, that one can get and keep
closer to the Lord by reading the Book of
Mormon than by reading any other book.
Don’t be content with what someone else
tells you about what is in it. Drink deeply
from the divine fountain itself.

| feel certain that if, in our homes, parents
will read from the Book of Mormon
prayerfully and regularly, both by
themselves and with their children, the spirit
of that great book will come to permeate our
homes and all who dwell therein. The spirit
of reverence will increase; mutual respect
and consideration for each other will grow.
The spirit of contention will depart. Parents
will counsel their children in greater love
and wisdom. Children will be more
responsive and submissive to the counsel of
their parents. Righteousness will increase.
Faith, hope, and charity—the pure love of
Christ—will abound in our homes and lives,
bringing in their wake peace, joy, and
happiness.

That we will seek these blessings through
reading the Book of Mormon, | humbly
pray and leave my blessings with you...”



